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SUBJECT: AUSTRIAN PRESS SUMMARY NO. Ill, FOR JUNE 17,88 



1. BRONFMAN ASKED TO COME TO VIENNA FOR QUESTIONING: 
THERE IS A NEW DEVELOPMENT IN THE LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 
BROUGHT AGAINST THE PRESIDENT OF THE WORLD JEWISH 
CONGRESS EDGAR BRONFMAN BY AUSTRIAN PRESIDENT WALDHEIM. 
WALDHEIM IS SUING BRONFMAN FOR INSULTING HIS HONOR IN 
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REMARKS HE MADE IN MAY 1987 AT A CONFERENCE OF THE JWC 
IN BUDAPEST. THE EXAMINING JUDGE IN CHARGE OF THE SUIT, 
DR. CHRISTINE SPERKA, HAS NOW ASKED BRONFMAN VIA 
REGISTERED MAIL TO COME TO VIENNA ON SEPTEMBER 13 IN 
ORDER TO BE QUESTIONED. THE U.S. JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
REFUSED AUSTRIA'S LEGAL REQUEST TO HAVE BRONFMAN 
QUESTIONED BY A NEW YORK JUDGE, CLAIMING THAT AFTER THE 
WATCH-LIST DECISION NO LEGAL ASSISTANCE IS NECESSARY. 

( NEUE KRONENZEITUNG , P.2) 

2. AUSTRIA REMAINS COUNTRY OF ASYLUM : DURING A 

CEREMONY OF THE AUSTRIAN COMMITTEE OF REFUGEE ASSISTANCE 
THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR KARL BLECHA SAID THAT 
AUSTRIA HAS ALWAYS BEEN A COUNTRY OF ASYLUM AND WILL 
REMAIN ONE. IT IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO CONSTANTLY POINT 
OUT THAT SINCE THE YEAR 19*15 MORE THAN TWO MILLION 
REFUGEES HAVE COME TO AUSTRIA AND THAT 613,000 HAVE 
BECOME CITIZENS. (NEUE AZ , P.4) 

3. NEW AUSTRIAN DAILY FINANCIALLY SUPPORTED BY THE 

GERMAN SPRINGER PUBLISHING HOUSE: IN COOPERATION WITH 

THE WEST GERMAN SPRINGER PUBLISHING HOUSE, THE FORMER 
OWNER OF THE AUSTRIAN NEWS MAGAZINE PROFIL, OSKAR 
BRONNER, WILL START A "LIBERAL" AUSTRIAN DAILY THIS 
FALL. THE PROPOSED TITLE OF THE PUBLICATION IS 
"WIRTSCHAFTSBLATT" (ECONOMIC PAPER) AND IS MODELLED 
AFTER THE WALL STREET JOURNAL AND THE FINANCIAL TIMES. 
BRONNER DESCRIBED HIS POTENTIAL READERS AS FOLLOWS: 
"THOSE INTELLIGENT AUSTRIANS, WHO ARE PRESENTLY FORCED 
TO READ FOREIGN NEWSPAPERS IN ORDER TO BE INFORMED ABOUT 
THINGS." (DIE PRESSE P.1, NEUE AZ, ■ PAGE 4) 

4. U.S. JUSTICE DEPARTMENT'S REPORT ON THE PROTECTION 

BY THE U.S. ARMY'S COUNTER INTELLIGENCE CORPS (CIC) OF A 
NAZI CRIMINAL: ACCORDING TO AUSTRIAN RADIO NEWS, THE 

U.S. JUSTICE DEPARTMENT REPROACHED THE CIC FOR EMPLOYING 
AND PROTECTING A FORMER BELGIAN NAZI CRIMINAL, ROBERT 
JAN VERBELEN , WHO IS NOW AN AUSTRIAN CITIZEN LIVING IN 
THE OUTSKIRTS OF VIENNA. MR. VERBELEN WAS SENTENCED BY 
A BELGIAN COURT IN ABSENTIA IN THE FIFTIES FOR HAVING 
MURDERED JO 1 PEOPLE DURING THE WAR. HE WORKED AS A CIC 
AGENT FOR TEN YEARS IN AUSTRIA AND THEN FOR THE AUSTRIAN 
STATE POLICE. IN 1959 HE BECAME AN AUSTRIAN CITLZEN. 

THE NEWS SAID THAT VERBELEN HAD TOLD THE AMERICANS IN 
1950 ABOUT HIS PAST AND THAT HE ADMITTED TO HIS IDENTITY 
IN 1956. (ORF 10A.M. NEWS). O'CONNOR 
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